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Indonesia 

The Aceh earthquake caused 

104 dead and 85,256 displaced people 

as well as 18,752 damaged houses 

across Pidie Jaya, Pidie, and Bireuen 

districts. Displaced people were staying 

in evacuation places in Pidie Jaya while 

evacuees in another two districts already 

returned home. The national authorities 

provided related supports to the victims 

and began discussing construction and 

rehabilitation action plan. Further supports 

also came from the AHA Centre,  

the Indonesian Red Cross, the Japan 

International Cooperation Agency (JICA) 

and NGOs. However, the national 

government declared that response 

operations are within the nation’s capacity. 

Source: ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian 

Assistance on disaster management (AHA Centre) (2016, 

Dec 21). Form 2 – Situation Update No.10: Aceh Pidie Jaya 

Earthquake.  

Agriculture Minister Amran 

Sulaiman claimed that Indonesia 

experienced food resiliency improvement 

and recorded the highest jump in  

the Global Food Security Index (GFSI) 

2016. The Minister explained that stable 

food supplies came from increase in rice 

production over the last two years by 8.30 

million tonnes accounting for 38.50 trillion 

rupiah (2.90 billion USD) along with no 

premium rice import recommendation in 

2016. In addition, the GFSI showed that 

the country achieved the highest increase 

with an index of 2.7 and the food 

availability rank of 66. Additionally, dried 

paddy production in 2016 was projected to 

increase to 79.14 million tonnes and the 

ministry would manage to address 

distribution issues and price hikes. 

Source: TEMPO.CO (2016, Dec 20). Indonesia Books 

Highest Jump in Food Security Index.  

 

Lao PDR 

The Lao Farmers’ Network 

(LFN), together with Southern Laos 

Food Security & Nutrition Security and 

Market Linkages programme recently 

organized workshops for farmers’ 

networks in three southern provinces 

of Saravan, Xekong, and Attapeu. 

Established in 2014 for sodarity, the LFN 

is a network of farmers’ organizations with 

over 4,000 members, covering productions of 

rice and other products across 6,851 

farmers. The national government also 

highlights the key role for agricultural 

development strategy of the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Forestry as they are 

critical for agricultural production and 

agribusiness for the national economy. 

Development of a farmers’ organization 

network could also link with the regional 

development framework of the ASEAN 

Economic Community. 

Source: Times Reporters (2016, Dec 17). Farmers’ 

networks meet. Vientiane Times. 

 

Myanmar 

Poor people in the northern 

Hsawlaw township of Kachin State 

began foraging for survivals because 

of high rice price. Rice price was high at 

50,000 kyat (36 USD) for a bag if they buy 

from Chipwe or Myitkyina due to surging 

transportation costs and road blockages 

by the internal conflict. Moreover, excessive 

rainfall destroyed their rice crops. 

* 1 USD = 1,375 kyat 

Source: Thant, H. (2016, Dec 21). Kachin residents 

forced to forage for food to survive. Myanmar Times. 

 



Philippines 

The DSWD has strengthened 

coordination with its field offices and 

related agencies as Typhoon Nock-Ten 

has entered into the country. Currently, 

the DSWD strategically maintains 573,730 

family food packs prepositioned across 

the country as well as standby funds 

which are worth 127.01 million peso  

(2.54 million USD) for channeling to 

potentially affected units. 

The DSWD also updated the 

flooding situation due to heavy rainfall 

in the Region 8 of Eastern Visayas. 

There were 33,161 affected families or 

141,929 affected people in 240 villages. 

Some evacuees already returned homes 

due to better weather. The DSWD 

delivered relief items to affected communities in 

Eastern and Northern Samar. 

* 1 USD = 49.95 Philippine peso 

Source: Department of Social Welfare and Development 

(DSWD) of the Philippines (2016, Dec 23). DSWD tells 

public to prepare for severe storm ‘Nina’; calls for 

preparations in communities.  

The National Food Authority in 

Samar assured sufficient rice to meet 

the requirements of local government 

units (LGUs) and relief agencies for 

distribution to flood victims. Thousands 

of people were affected across Eastern 

and Northern Samar. Local NFA offices 

released 1,375 bags of rice to the LGUs 

whereas the DSWD also signified intention 

to purchase 2,000 bags for distribution to 

displaced families. Rice inventory of  

the NFA in the Region 8 stood at 510,509 

bags while the national amount was at 

12.05 million bags as of 12 December 2016. 

Source: National Food Authority of the Philippines (2016, 

Dec 19). NFA Assures Enough Rice for Flood Victims in 

Samar. News. 

 

Thailand 

Flood damages on agriculture 

across 8 southern provinces were 

updated. Nakhon Si Thammarat province 

still remained at the first rank in all terms 

of affected crops, fisheries and livestocks. 

Across 8 southern provinces, paddy fields 

were affected by 243,333 rai (38,933 

hectares) or 25 percent out of the total 

affected farmlands of 958,748 rai 

(153,400 hectares).  

The implementation results of 

water management plan for drought 

season 2016/17, starting from 1 November 

2016 to 30 April 2017, and damages of 

drought on agriculture since November 

2016 were updated. The national used 

amount of water was 5,644 m3 or 32 

percent out of the plan of 17,661 m3 and 

378 affected farmers with 7,089 rai  

(1,134 hectares) were reported affected. 

* 1 rai (Thai system) = 0.16 hectare 

Source: Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives of 

Thailand (2016, Dec 23). Report of disaster situation in 

agriculture (Thai Version).  

 

Viet Nam 

Natural disasters have cost  

Ca Mau province 1.43 trillion dong  

(63 million USD) in 2016. Drought and 

saltwater intrusion accounted for 99 

percent. There were 53,000 damaged 

hectares of paddy fields, 340 damaged 

houses and shortage of water in  

12,000 households. Rice loss in this 

province was declared at level 1 (low risk). 

The total compensation of 86 billion dong  

(3.80 million USD) was provided to 

households whose paddy fields were 

destroyed with their initial declaration. 

Another 8 billion dong (351,700 USD) was 

used for repairing roads and upgrading 

water supply and storage. 

Source: Viet Nam News (2016, Dec 17). Natural disasters 

cost Ca Mau Province $63m. 
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